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Letter From Secretary-General

As the Secretary - General responsible for the 2nd edition of Sırrı Yırcalı Anatolian

High School Model United Nations which will be held on 21-23 October, it is my utmost

honor to welcome you all in the name of my academic and organization team.

During the three days of SYALMUN22, delegates will be trying to create a better world

by simulating all kinds of global issues. In this edition of SYALMUN, we have 9

committees : United Nations Security Council (UNSC), Social Humanitarian and

Cultural (SOCHUM), Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC),



The Legal Committee (LEGAL), Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), United

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees(UNHCR), International Criminal Police

Organisation (INTERPOL), United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and

JCC(Joint Crisis Committee) will take place in our conference.

I highly recommend everyone to read Rules of Procedure and have a great chance to

attend this marvelous conference. I can assure you that this conference will enable you

to gain lots of experience. Don't miss the chance.

In this light of aims, I would like to deliver my gratitude to my lovely academic and

organization team for their great effort and passion throughout the process of getting

ready for this conference. In addition, I would like to thank 'Golden Trio' , a nickname

for Director-General Dilara Çetin, Conference Manager Ada Surat and

Secretary-General İlayda Başaran, for being with me all the time.

Last but not least, I would like to remind everyone that #Perfectionisbackintown!

İlayda Başaran



Letter from Under-Secretary-General

Distinguished Delegates,

It is an utmost pleasure and privilege to welcome you to the , United Nations Economic

and Social Council (ECOSOC), Committee of SYALMUN22. .

I am a high school senior student preparing for college applications. This year,

ECOSOC will deal with the agenda item of 'Minimization of Socioeconomic Inequality'

. I genuinely hope that this critical and multidimensional topic can create a productive

debate that each participant can ambitiously participate in and enjoy. This study guide

had been assembled to give background and general knowledge about the agenda item.

Delegates are expected to have done their further researches and gathered information.

It is an absolute honor for me to have prepared this committee for SYALMUN22 for

several reasons. I believe that the topic of inequality needs to be discussed more often

considering the rising economic crisis throughout the whole world.

I want to thank Secretary-General İlayda Başaran  and Deputy Secretary-General

Dilara Çetin for giving me a chance to serve as an Under Secretary-General and  always

approaching me with fortitude. I consider myself very lucky to have worked with you.

Furthermore, I would like to thank my fantastic co-chair Berat Tosun and rapporteur

Enes Ertur for their dedication and being such a great team  to work with.



If you would like to ask any further question regarding the committee and the topic,

please do

not hesitate to contact me via tunckanattunahan@gmail.com

Sincerely,

Tunahan Tunçkanat

Under Secretary-General responsible for United Nations Economic and Social Council

1. Introduction

Today, wherever people live, they don’t have to look far to confront inequalities.

Inequality in its various forms is an issue that will define our time. Confronting

inequalities has moved to the forefront of many global policy debates as a consensus has

emerged that all should enjoy equal access to opportunity. ‘Leave no one behind’ serves

as the rallying cry of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Overall, since the 1990s total global inequality (inequality across all individuals in the

world) declined for the first time since the 1820s. Reinforcing this trend, we have mostly

seen income inequality between countries decline. Yet income inequality within

countries has risen, this is the form of inequality people feel on a daily basis.

Inequalities are not only driven and measured by income, but are determined by other

factors - gender, age, origin, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, class, and religion.

These factors determine inequalities of opportunity which continue to persist, within

and between countries. In some parts of the world, these divides are becoming more

pronounced. Meanwhile, gaps in newer areas, such as access to online and mobile
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technologies, are emerging. The result is a complex mix of internal and external

challenges that will continue to grow over the next twenty-five years.

About the United Nations Economic and Social Council

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) was established in 1945 as one of the six

principal organs of the United Nations (UN). It is made up of 54 States elected for

three-year terms by the General Assembly (UNGA), with seats allotted geographically.

It holds one four-week long session each year, complemented by an annual meeting with

key committee members of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.

Since its foundation, ECOSOC has been responsible for co-operation between states

with regard to economic and social matters. However, reforms carried out in the early

2010s strengthened its role, turning it into the main UN body that deals with sustainable

development. Moreover, it coordinates and guides the work of eight functional

commissions, five regional commissions, 10 funds and programmes, 15 specialized

agencies and some other bodies. It has a special role in the coordinated follow-up of

major UN conferences and summits. ECOSOC also organizes various segments, forums,

and meetings to exchange information and coordinate action on sustainable

development. The two most important ones are the ECOSOC High-level Segment (HLS)

and the United Nations High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development

(HLPF). The HLS is an annual meeting of diverse representatives from governments,

the private sector, civil society, and academia that presents and debates the annual work

of ECOSOC. The HLPF is a joint ECOSOC-UNGA subsidiary that reviews the



progress towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

and the Sustainable Development Goals.

2. Definition of Key Terms

GDP: Gross domestic product is a monetary measure of the market value of all the final

goods and services produced and sold in a specific time period by countries. Due to its

complex and subjective nature this measure is often revised before being considered a

reliable indicator.

GDP Per Capita: GDP per capita is the sum of gross value added by all resident

producers in the economy plus any product taxes (less subsidies) not included in the

valuation of output, divided by mid-year population.

Gini Index: The Gini index measures the extent to which the distribution of income or

consumption among individuals or households within an economy deviates from a

perfectly equal distribution. A Gini index of 0 represents perfect equality, while an

index of 100 implies perfect inequality.

Immigration: Immigration is the international movement of people to a destination

country of which they are not natives or where they do not possess citizenship in order

to settle as permanent residents or naturalized citizens.



Emigration: The act of leaving one’s country of birth with the intent of settling

elsewhere. Human capital: knowledge, skills, abilities, and experience possessed by a

group of people affecting their productive capacity.

LEDC: Less Economically Developed Country; (a.k.a. developing country); this term

indicates a country showing either a poverty level of income, a high rate of population

increase, a substantial portion of workers employed in agriculture or unemployed,

and/or a low portion of adult literacy. There is not a direct measurement for when a

country is an LEDC, but more than half the countries of the world are widely

considered LEDCs.

MEDC: More Economically Developed Country; (a.k.a. developed country); whose

countries whose economy is characterized by large industrial service sectors and

advanced technological infrastructures.

3.  A Brief Insight to the Problem

3.1 Economic Development Identification Types

3.1.1 GDP



The gross domestic product is the extension of measuring economic growth in terms of

monetary expenditures. If a statistician wants to understand the productive output of

the steel industry, for example, he needs only to track the dollar value of all of the steel

that entered the market during a specific period.

Combine the outputs of all industries, measured in terms of dollars spent or invested,

and you get total production. At least that was the theory. Unfortunately, the tautology

that expenditures equal sold-production does not actually measure relative productivity.

The productive capacity of an economy does not grow because more dollars move

around, an economy becomes more productive because resources are used more

efficiently. In other words, economic growth needs to somehow measure the relationship

between total resource inputs and total economic outputs.

Economists and statisticians use several methods to track economic growth. The most

well-known and frequently tracked is the gross domestic product (GDP). Over time,

however, some economists have highlighted limitations and biases in the GDP

calculation. Organizations such as the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and the

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) also keep relative

productivity metrics to gauge economic potential. Some suggest measuring economic

growth through increases in the standard of living, although this can be tricky to

quantify.



●

● Different methods, such as Gross National Product (GNP) and Gross Domestic

Product (GDP) can be employed to assess economic growth.

● Gross Domestic Product measures the value of goods and services produced by a

nation.

● Gross National Product measures the value of goods and services produced by a

nation (GDP) and income from foreign investments.

● Some economists posit that total spending is a consequence of productive output.

● Although GDP is widely used, it, alone, does not indicate the health of an

economy.

3.1.2 Gini coefficient

The Gini index, or Gini coefficient, measures income distribution across a population.

Developed by the Italian statistician Corrado Gini in 1912, it often serves as a gauge of

economic inequality, measuring income distribution or, less commonly, wealth

distribution among a population.



The coefficient ranges from 0 (or 0%) to 1 (or 100%), with 0 representing perfect

equality and 1 representing perfect inequality. Values over 1 are theoretically possible

due to negative income or wealth.

A country in which every resident has the same income would have an income Gini

coefficient of 0. Conversely, a country in which one resident earned all the income, while

everyone else earned nothing, would have an income Gini coefficient of 1.

The same analysis can apply to wealth distribution (the "wealth Gini coefficient"), but

because wealth is more difficult to measure than income, Gini coefficients usually refer



to income and appear simply as the "Gini coefficient" or "Gini index," without

specifying that they refer to income. Wealth Gini coefficients tend to be much higher

than those for income.

Even in affluent countries, the Gini index measures net income rather than net worth,

so the majority of a nation's wealth can still be concentrated in the hands of a small

number of people even if income distribution is relatively equal.

The Gini coefficient is an important tool for analyzing income or wealth distribution

within a country or region, but it should not be mistaken for an absolute measurement

of income or wealth. A high-income country and a low-income one can have the same

Gini coefficient, as long as incomes are distributed similarly within each: For instance,

Turkey and the U.S. both have income Gini coefficients of around 0.39-0.40, according

to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), despite

Turkey's vastly lower gross domestic product (GDP) per person.



3.1.3 HDI

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) often publishes their

measurement of human development in their Human Development Report. The report

acquires its calculations by utilizing the Human Development Index (HDI). The HDI

was first devised in 1990 as a means of shifting the focus from purely income to

human-centric economics. In 2010, a revised HDI was developed to account for

inequality in a country. This is sometimes referred to as an IHDI, or the

Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index, and is considered far more accurate

than the initial HDI, though some still find the old formula useful in some applications.

The HDI takes several different factors into consideration to provide some measure on

the social and economic development of a population. As of the 2010 revision, the four

main criteria used to determine the HDI are:

● Life expectancy at birth

● Mean years of schooling

● Expected years of schooling

● Gross National Income at purchasing power parity per capita



Older versions of the HDI took slightly different variables into consideration, such as

the adult literacy rates. The newer Inequality-adjusted index factors this in by means of

expected years of schooling.

Instead of simply using the nominal GDP, using GDP per capita allows for a clearer

picture of wealth distribution and standard of living among the country’s population.

To even out exchange rates between countries for basis of comparison, money is

converted to PPP dollars, or purchasing power parity.

Efforts in economic development will affect the standard of living in one of these four

ways, which will cause the numbers to shift over time.

3.3 Actions To Be Taken

Policies to address income inequality can focus narrowly on individual skills,

opportunities, and aspirations or may focus more broadly on altering the social,

political, and economic structures that create and maintain income inequality.



Income distribution is affected indirectly by patterns of taxation and ownership. Overall

economic inequality is affected by policies that provide public goods, such as health care

and education, leaving a larger proportion of individuals’ incomes to be spent on other

goods.

Wealth redistribution through steeper inheritance taxes, promotion of broader

ownership (e.g., greater worker ownership), and socialization or redistribution of

capital and land equally to all citizens are ways to reduce income inequality indirectly,

as they will equalize the unearned income that derives from ownership of wealth.

Enforcement of affirmative action and nondiscrimination policies by employers,

governments, and educational institutions and policies such as government-subsidized

child care that enable people to enter the labor market should also affect income

inequality through facilitating greater access to higher-income jobs. Globally, debt

forgiveness and reform of trade agreements so that they do more to benefit the least

advantaged in each country can reduce income inequality and other forms of inequality,

averting a race to the bottom.

Income inequality can be reduced directly by decreasing the incomes of the richest or by

increasing the incomes of the poorest. Policies focusing on the latter include increasing

employment or wages and transferring income.

The range of employment-related policies includes strengthening collective-bargaining

rights, full-employment schemes, living-wage policies, stronger minimum-wage laws,

and wage subsidies. Direct income-transfer policies include traditional means-tested and



conditional cash welfare payments. There is also renewed interest in unconditional

transfers such as a negative income tax and non-means-tested universal basic income.

On a global level, there are various proposals to generate revenue (such as the Tobin tax

on financial transactions or a global tax on resource use) that could be used for direct

income transfers as well as for other forms of development assistance to reduce poverty

and inequality. Because of continued global instability and environmental degradation

linked to inequalities in income and other resources, such policy efforts will continue to

be critical not only for ethical reasons but also for the sake of national security and

global survival.

4. Questions to Consider

● Why does a certain country face socioeconomic inequality problems?

What are their causes?

● How to reduce and prevent the issue?

● What type of both national and international agreements can be

made?
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